A qualitative study of GPs' views on modern genetics.
With rapid advances in genetics and increased public awareness of genetic testing for many hereditary diseases, the demand for genetic services may increase. We wondered how developments in genetics have impacted on general practice and the position general practitioners have taken in practising the new genetics. A qualitative study using semi-structured interviews conducted during 2003-2004 with 15 GPs practising in Sydney (New South Wales) and the Australian Capital Territory. General practitioners reported that genetic services had minimal impact on their practice and the number of consultations related to genetic conditions was insignificant. They felt they were often not included in the 'referral loop' of such patients. Their knowledge of advances in genetics was limited. They were wary of the possible costs of testing and the time taken to provide genetic counselling. General practitioners' attitudes toward modern genetics seems to be disengaged, and they are ambivalent toward the role they now play, or will play, in genetic services.